
Let’s Talk Youth 
Volunteering!

17 October 2024



Acknowledgment of Country 



Who are we?

• peak body for volunteering

• statewide organisation 

• operating for 30 years

• represent over 332,100 active volunteers

• initiatives and support for best practice 
volunteer management 



Time willingly 
given for the 
common 
good and 
without 
financial gain



Volunteering in Tasmania

332,100
Tasmanians

69.8%
of the population >15yo 
volunteered in 2023

Average = 22.4 hours/month per volunteer



Volunteering in Tasmania 



Volunteer Management Activity 
(VMA)

Aims to increase opportunities for people to 
participate in the social and economic life of their 
broader community through volunteering, by:
• Building capacity of Volunteer Involving 

Organisations to be more inclusive and 
accessible 

• Breaking down barriers to volunteering for 
identified priority groups

Funded by the Australian Government Department of Social Services. 



• Nationally, 29.7 per cent of people aged 18-24 years volunteered 
formally in 2023.

• More likely to volunteer in animal welfare (38%) and health (29%) and 
less likely to volunteer in aged care (7.5%) and arts/heritage (9.9%) 

• More likely to volunteer remotely/online  

• More likely to report financial barriers as                                                            
a reason for not volunteering 

Youth volunteering



• Level-up resume 

• Gain new skills and experience 

• Experiment with study or career possibilities

• Form new friendships and networks

• Pursue a passion or cause

• Connections to community 

• To help others, and the planet 

• Have fun!

Why do young people volunteer? 



Sustainability Placement Experience (SPE301)
• 11 weeks 
• Facilitated by the University of Tasmania Sustainability Team (Dr 

Catherine Elliott and Tim Millbank)
• Supervised by Ruth Osborne at Volunteering Tasmania 
• Aims and goals:

• 'Develop resources to help map alignment with SDGs'
• 'Improve understanding of the SDGs' 
• 'Encourage understanding and innovation amongst leaders' 

Placement Overview 



Reference: The UN SDGs, from the International Partnerships European Union

The United Nations Sustainable Development Goals 



Reference: The UN SDG Tiles, from The United Nations

What are the UN SDGs and why were they created? 

• Part of the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development

• Is a 'shared blueprint for peace 
and prosperity, for people and 
planet, now and into the future'

• Adopted in 2015 by all United 
Nations member States 



Reference: SDG 1 'No Poverty', 'Graphic Tile' and 'Target Tiles', both from The United Nations

Sustainable Development Goal 1  



Reference: Sustainability Development, International Egg Commission 

UN SDGs Progress

• Since 2015, Progress Reports have 
been published annually 

• 2024 Report found that:
•  17% of SDGs targets are on 

track to be achieved
• half are showing minimal or 

moderate progress
• progress on over a third has 

stalled or even regressed



Adolescent Girls Investment Plan (AGIP) and GAGE 
(Gender & Adolescent: Global Evidence)

Reference: 'Adolescents, youth and the SDGs: what can we learn from the current data?', AGIP and GAGE, Images from Executive Summary



Greenwashing

• Sustainability and Environmental action 
is an ongoing process 

• As social pressure to partake in 
sustainable practices increases, so does 
the risk of Greenwashing 

Reference: 'Greenwashing by businesses in Australia, ACCC March 2023



Tools and resources created

Targeted gaps 
1. Knowledge of what the SDGs are and why they were created 
2. Awareness of how volunteering roles might align with specific 

SDG targets
3. Why aligning with the UN SDGs actually matters
4. How this alignment could increase youth volunteering 

engagement 



Tools and resources 
created – 

SDG Alignment Tools

Reference: Volunteering and the Sustainable Development Goals, Volunteering Tasmania







Tools and resources created – Tip Sheet



Panel Discussion



Panel Discussion

Evelyn Unwin Tew 
Panel facilitator 

Sustainability Placement 
Experience Student

Chloe McCann
Founder of The Hobart Run Club 

Co-Secretary Rotary Satellite 
Club of Battery Point 

Rotex Tasmania Secretary 

Involved  with School Strike 4 
Climate, AYCC, UNFCCC COP25

Dr Catherine Elliott
The University of Tasmania

Sustainability manager 
(Experience and 
Engagement) 

SIPS Coordinator 

Ruth Osborne
Volunteering Tasmania 

Volunteer management 
Activity (VMA) 

Tasmanian Projects 
Coordinator 

Liam McLaren
Tasmanian University 

Student Association 
(TUSA)

2023 & 2024 President  



Volunteer Connect 

Platform: View volunteering opportunities online volunteeringtas.org.au
Service: Contact us for support team@volunteeringtas.org.au or 03 6231 5550

Inclusive Volunteering Program

People with disability or on a mental health recovery journey can access 
additional support to volunteer as a pathway to employment. 
Contact inclusion@volunteeringtas.org.au or (03) 6231 5550 

We can help volunteers!

http://www.volunteeringtas.org.au/
mailto:team@volunteeringtas.org.au
mailto:inclusion@volunteeringtas.org.au


Resources volunteeringtas.org.au/for-organisations/ 

Knowledge Base and Volunteering Gateway 

National Standards for Volunteer Involvement – upcoming workshop Dec 4

Inclusive Volunteering Program - being an inclusive organisation training.  

We can help VIOs!

Sign up for eNews, follow on LinkedIn and Facebook 

Contact us for support via team@volunteeringtas.org.au or 03 6231 5550

volunteeringtas.org.au/for-organisations/
mailto:team@volunteeringtas.org.au


thank you

Event Feedback Survey 
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